Fir Grove PTO Meeting Minutes April 7, 2015
In attendance: Stacey Wallace Benefiel, Leah Lundy, Jake Scott, Tricia Edwards, Angie Turnbull, Kristine Fernando, Kelly Hudson, Amy Mestas, Ivonne Renderos Rivas, Lisa Taylor, Rhonda McCall, Sarah Scott, Marne Oyen

Introductions

Approve Minutes

Principal Update

· 7.25 billion approved by legislature for schools

· 10 million dollar shortfall

· Built into budget so no cuts

· Budget approved

· ESL research group – outcomes – funding for ESL

· Career and College ready – high school internships and shadow programs

· Avid – tutors to help motivate average students

· 8th grade tutors came to 2nd grade from Highland

· CAO – Chief Academic Officer

· Increase academic rigor

· Another Special Ed. Admin

· Clinical Social Workers

· New teacher mentors

·  New ACT test

· More custodial services

· Teacher allocations – 3 K, 16 1st- 5th, 1.5 music and ed

· Reduction in ESL 2.5

· Resource room – speech, special ed 1.5

· Received additional teacher in Math for now

· 2 for next year

· Full-time counselors for all elementary

· 3 hour midday support from bus drivers

· Work on our playground!!

Tech Update

· Science closet – build up science supplies
· Disassemble what we do have to create experiments

· Need 3-4 parents to help separate stuff in the attic and find what’s usable

· Funds from PTO

· Not doing t-shirts – wristbands instead – that’s probably where we’ll get the money from

· Reach out to companies

· In book room in library

· Contact Lisa, Rachael, Marne, or Jason Peterson directly

Budget Update

· Income from Panda Express for 5th grade send-off

· Expenses – Art Lit, chess club breakfast, Donuts for Dudes, field trip $ (6K), Bug Chicks

· Approved and paid out Fun Run grants

· ESL got digital cameras

· Music got gong and rain stick

· 3rd grade Science Spin magazine

· Chromebooks for other 4th grade

· Frogs for 2nd grade

· School supplies – Kleenex requests!!!

· Science fair $390 on boards

· Wristbands

· 2K left in teacher supplies

· Kindergarten and ESL used theirs

· Remind other teachers

· 5-6K left for over summer school supplies

Volunteer Update

· 800 volunteer hours for March

· 7,100 for the school year

· Science Fair April 16th
· Hearing screening April 20th – 8 morning and afternoon shifts

· April 23rd passport

· 24th NO SCHOOL

· Spring program 6:30 April 30th
· Staff treat May 1st – need one more person – Rhonda volunteered
· Need coordinator for school supplies and Donuts for Divas and Summer Reading Program

Fundraising Update

· Penny drive starts first week of May

· Sink them with silver

· Video

· Flyers week before

· $ goes to library

· Tech gets extra after $1,000

President Update

· New board members needed

· Volunteer Coordinator: data entry, background checks, lots of things at the beginning of the year, lots of emailing, making badges

· Treasurer: 1-2 hours a week plus meetings and events, check for reimbursements, write checks, use Quickbooks, file tax forms, order checks, go to bank, make desposits

· Fundraising: Should be a team, Fun Run, commitment at beginning of year, make a video, lots in September and October, May penny drive – another two weeks, rest of the year support other PTO Board members

· Science Expo – Jason Burns is coordinating, 5th grade not requiring each student do a project this year, doing experiments in class, 4th grade still requiring it.

· Fifth grade send off Pastathon at Pastini 20th and 21st
Meeting adjourned

